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-I <jj.1 August 23, 1901 

[No. 113.] 

Plague in the province of Kwangtung, including Canton. 

Consulate of the United States, 

Canton, China, June 25, 1901. 
Sir : On June 11, 1901, 1 received the following letter of instructions : 

Depabtmknt of State, Washington, D. C, May 1, 1901. 
Sib : I have to apprise you of the receipt of a letter, dated the 29th ultimo, from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in which he requests that you he instructed to forward 
periodically, for the information of the Surgeon-General of the U. S. Marine-Hospital 
Service, all the information in your possession regarding the prevalence of bubonic 
plague in Canton and surrounding districts. 

You will pleafe forward this information as requested. 

Respectfully, Thos. W. Cbidleb, 

Third Assistant Secretary. 
Hon. Robert M. McWade, 

Consul of the United States, Canton, China. 

On June 11, 1901, I addressed a circular note, of which the following 
is a true copy, to each of the American medical and other missionaries 
in the province of Kwangtung : 

Canton, China, June 11, 1901. 

Sib : Please forward to me, periodically, for the information of the United States- 
Department of State and the Surgeon-General of the U. S. Marine-Hospital Service, 
all the reliable information that you can gather regarding the prevalence of the bubonic 
plague in your district and its vicinity. 

Please include all existing plague conditions and let your reports thereon be thorough 
and exhaustive. 

Respectfully, Robebt M. McWade, 

United States Consul. 

Dr. John M. Swan. 

It is to be remembered that Kwangtung is 79,456 square miles in 
extent, that it has no railroads, and that its means of communication 
either overland or by the many waterways through its interior are pre- 
carious on account of the long distances between villages, or the slow- 
ness of the chair bearers on land and the junks and lorchas on the rivers 
and creeks, the latter of which are infested with bands of robbers or 
pirates, who seem to be as ubiquitous as they are audacious in their 
operations. Those conditions are the chief causes of the continual 
delay in the transmission of all correspondence of an official business or 
of a private or social nature, and are self explanatory of the apparent 
tardiness of the replies to my circular note. 

The first replies which I quote herewith relate to Canton and its 
vicinity. Canton is the chief treaty port of southern China. It is situ- 
ated on the banks of the Pearl or Canton Eiver and its silk, matting, 
blackwood, tea, and other industries afford profitable employment to its 
over two millions of population, as well as to another half million 
Cantonese who live entirely on the sampans, launches, junks, flower 
boats, and other craft which swarm on the river and its adjacent creeks. 

The following are the answering reports : 

Canton, China. June SO, 1901. 

Sib : In response to your request for reliable information regarding the prevalence of 
bubonic plague in Canton, the conditions under which it exists or develops, and our 
method of treating the same at this hospital, I have the honor to report as follows : 

Prevalence. — During my frequent visits in and about the city of Canton I heard of a 
few sporadic cases as early as February of this present year, but saw none until in 
March, when cases of plague began to appear off the Hongkong steamers. Reliable 
reports reached us during March that this dread disease prevailed to a considerable 
extent in Chan Tsun, a large village about 15 miles southwest of Canton. During April 
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the number of sporadic cases increased in Canton, but did not reach epidemic propor- 
tions, the entire number of cases per diem hardly exceeding 25. Early in May, in a 
district in the western suburb of the city, called Tai-ho-ki, there were from 10 to 20 
deaths daily for about two weeks, when the disease again subsided in that locality. 
Again, at about the same time, the disease reached epidemic proportions in the region of 
the little north gate of the city, some 15 or 20 deaths occurring daily for about two 
weeks. With the exception of these two localities, I do not think the disease has existed 
in epidemic form in Canton during this present year, and, indeed, for several years past. 
Since the latter part of May there has been a distinct subsidence of the disease, but 
there are still a good many sporadic cases occurring throughout the city and on the 
Honam side of the river. Within a few days I have visited the headquarters of a large 
charitable work, which is conducted by Chinese, for the relief of plague patients. Two 
large boats, 1 for men and 1 for women, capable of holding 25 or 30 patients each, were 
for the accommodation of patients, a third boat being reserved for nurses and attendants. 
I found these thoroughly clean and well ventilated, the patients being well provided 
for. Chinese physicians visited the boats each morning and evening. I was shown the 
records in connection with this work and noted the following numbers, which covered 
the twelve days previous to my visit : 

Patients received from Hongkong steamers, 21 ; patients received from Canton City, 
27; patients received from other places, 9. Total, 57. Of this number there were dis- 
charged cured, 9 cases. Fatal, 48. 

I may mention that those engaged in this work have sent boats to all the steamers 
arriving from Hongkong, for the special purpose of taking off all plague cases or the 
bodies of those who have died while on the way up from Hongkong. The work is con- 
ducted free of charge. 

I have just received from the 2 native charity organizations in Canton the following 
items: Number of free coffins provided during the past four months by Oiyuktong, 
1,128 ; number of free coffins during same time last year, 760. This year's excess, 368. 
Number of free coffins provided by Koongtsai native hospital during past four months, 
240 ; during same time last year, 180. This year's excess, 60. 

As the large majority of cases of plague occur among the poorer classes, I consider the 
above figures as indicating, to some extent, the prevalence of the disease. I may men- 
tion also that there has been no marked increase in the price of coffins in Canton, which 
would indicate there was no very excessive demand. 

Conditions favoring the development of plague. — These are summed up in a lack of 
fresh air and sunshine ; poor feeding, overcrowding, and an utter disregard of the 
ordinary laws of cleanliness and sanitation. Eats are the principal carriers of the poison. 

Treatment. — In a large general hospital like the Medical Missionary Society's institu- 
tion it would not be possible to receive with safety plague patients, but we have never 
refused to attend cases which- apply to us for aid. Our method is to either place these 
cases in boats out on the river or treat them in their homes, providing proper accommo- 
dations are furnished. We have had in all about 100 cases during the past four months. 
The usual mortality of about 90 per cent has prevailed. A considerable number of cases 
apply to us more for diagnosis than anything else and we are often unable to retain the 
patient under observation. In the various forms of treatment we have tried the result 
has been very much the same. The free administration of carbolic acid internally does 
not commend itself to us, largely on account of the dangerous depression it may induce. 
My usual method is to reduce the temperature and keep it down with phenacetine or 
one of the coal-tar derivatives, and with the free use of strychnia nitrate and alcoholic 
stimulants sustain the vital powers of the patients. Prejudice on the part of the 
Chinese and a lack of a proper supply of serum have prohibited a practical application 
of that treatment as either a cure or preventive. I have rarely found the disease pres- 
ent where there was a fair amount of fresh air and sunlight. 

In closing, I may mention that this report, brief and imperfect as it is, is based on 
my own personal observation and experience. I have been in all sections of the city 
and am thrown in daily contact with hundreds of the Chinese. Many of the reports 
given out from Canton are mere rumor and nothing more. There are almost no reliable 
statistics to which we can resort in order to form a correct opinion. So far as I am 
aware, the prevalence of plague this year has not disturbed the social or commercial 
life about us as it did during the first epidemic early in 1894, and again, to a slight 
extent, in 1898. 

Respectfully, John M. Swan, 

Surgeon in Charge of the Canton Hospital. 

Hou. Robert M. McWade, 

United States Consul, Canton, China. 
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Canton, China, June 17, 1901. 

Sir : Your circular requesting information as to prevalence of the bubonic plague is 
before me. 

It is quite prevalent in Canton at present. Pupils in all three of Mrs. Graves' day 
schools have died from it recently, and the attendance in one school has been much 
reduced. It seems to be becoming endemic in Canton, though it is more violent in 
some years than in others. 

There seems to be no doubt of the fact that it is propagated by rats, which are 
attacked by the disease in sewers and run about in a dazed state and try to get into 
the houses as far from the ground as they can, ascending to the second and third stories. 

The treatment is a very important point. In Hongkong 94 per cent of those who 
come under the care of the English doctors die. This is a fearful mortality. The 
Chinese treatment may be empirical, yet if they succeed in saving their patients it is 
worth examining into. One of my members has quite a reputation as a specialist in 
plague cases. His patients have put out wall placards saying that he cures 90 per cent 
of his patients. He tells me this is exagerated but that about 60 per cent of his patients 
recover. He says that many cases are hopeless. If they have diarrhea and can not 
see a lamp waved beiore them or their tongue and pulse do not change alter one dose 
of his medicine he has no hope. He says the poison is in the blood, and his principle 
is to remove it by diaphoretics and a gentle aperient. He uses local applications to 
the buboes and says they either subside and are scattered or grow pale and flabby. 
Some of the Chinese depend much on rubbing the skin of the chest and limbs. The 
Chinese treatment seems to be to try and "purify the blood," as they say, by diapho- 
retics, diutics, and local treatment of the buboes to dissipate them. 

I mention this simply as a matter of information. Perhaps something is worth 
trying in view of the 94 per cent of mortality in the Hongkong hopital. 

Respectfully, " Rev. R. H. Graves, M. D. 

Hon. Robert M. McWade, 

United States Consul, Canton, China. 

Fa Ti, situated on the banks of the Pearl Biver, has a population of 
about 50,000, is about 2 miles by water from Canton, and is almost 
immediately opposite the southeast end of Shameen. The following 
report is from that locality : 

Asylum for the Insane, Fa Ti, China, June 25, 1901. 

Bubonic plague has been prevailing in Canton and vicinity as an epidemic for three 

or four months. In my immediate neighborhood the deaths have been comparatively 

few. None of (he cases have been under my observation. My medical assistant has 

seen 3 cases, 2 of which he reports as recovered. The treatment which I recommend is : 

1. Place the patient in an open room, or better in a boat on the river with unre- 
stricted access of fresh air. 

2. Give fractional doses of calomel, repeated every half hour or hour till action is 
produced. Use at the same time an antiseptic internally. 

3. Antiseptic compresses to buboes, which are to be opened as soon as pus is formed. 
No statictics are obtainable iu Canton to show the mortality. A very significant 

indication is the increased number of coffin shops which have sprung up in my imme- 
diate vicinity. 

J. P. Kerr, 
Surgeon in Charge. 

Swatow, with a population of about 40,000, lies on the northern bank 
of the Eiver Han, and directly opposite to the lower mouth of the For- 
mosa Channel, an unenviable position as regards typhoons, which almost 
yearly sweep with terrific force across the lower coast of China, destroy- 
ing many lives and considerable property. It is the shipping port for 
Chao Chow Fu, the seat of the local government, which is 35 miles 
inland, and for San Ho Pa, which is about 40 miles up the Han. 
Swatow is the headquarters for American missionaries laboring on the 
eastern border of the Kwangtung Province. Here are the reports from 
that section : 

American Baptist Mission, Swatow, China, June 17, 1901. 

Sir : In reply to yours of the 11th of June, I beg leave to state that the bubonic 
plague has for the past three months raged with great severity and mortality in the 
Swatow district. Some cities and villages report the death of one-tenth of the inhabi- 
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tants, others claim that at least one-fourth of the population have fallen victims to 
thiA dreadful disease. It is exceedingly difficult to give you exact statistics, as there 
are no sanitary regulations and no health officers in the interior cities and villages. 
The percentage of deaths has been at least 95 per cent of all those attacked. 

The poison seems always to pertain to the place, clothes, and bedding of the infected. 
Eats, (lies, and fleas here in our district usually die before human beings are attacked. 
Many villages are entirely deserted, the people having fled to boats and to the hills to 
escape the disease. This measure has proved a wise one, but few of those thus fleeing 
being attacked. 

China furnishes the most favorable of plague conditions, filth and overcrowding 
everywhere reigning supreme, with rats innumerable to convey the disease from one 
place to another. No drug seems to have much effect upon the poison of the disease. 
My aim has been to support the patient until the force of the poison has been expended. 
For this purpose tincture cinchona compound quinia sulphas, infusio digitalis, aromatic 
spirits ammonia, and spirits chloroform have been used. I have my assistants use a 
solution of carbolic acid and spirits camphor as a mouth wash when they go into 
an infected locality. I also have them take 5 grains quinine thrice daily. Fumigation 
and disinfection when indicated. 

I regret that I can report but little of interest or importance. 

Respectfully, Anna K. Soott, M. D. 

Hon. Robert M. McWade, 

United Stales Consul, Canton, China. 

Swatow, China, June 17, 1901. 

Sir: In reply to your inquiry of the 11th instant regarding the bubonic plague, I 
can not furnish any statistics. The port physician assures me there is no possibility of 
getting any very definite figures of deaths or cases which have recovered. But the news 
we get from time to time is appalling compared with the condition in previous years. 

-The epidemic is this year much more wide-spread than in years past. Instead of 
beiug confined to a few large centers it is heard of all about in villages as well as in 
market towns and cities. Some places are practically depopulated, all the people 
having fled to other towns or to temporary shelteis in the fields or on the hillside. In 
one town back of Swatow numbering over 3,000, there are said to be only 200 or 300 
people now in the place. The plain over across the bay is full of mat sheds where the 
poor people are taking refuge from this dread invader. Some weeks ago I passed a 
village some 60 miles from here, where the people were living in boats, or in the fields ; 
last week a young man whom I sent to the.town of Nam-Leng, where they tried to use 
ns to open a market and failed, came in with the news.that he was the ouly person left 
in the village ; he had been having the chapel full on Sundays, but after there had been a 
number of deaths in the neighboring hamlet and the rats began dying in their houses 
the people started for the fields. He urges them to bury the rats, but it is absolutely 
useless to attempt sanitary regulations with a lot of uninstructed people here ; they threw 
the rats into the drains or any place that was convenient. As in Kit- Yang, Mr. Speicher 
took great pains to get instructions from 3 physicians and the city elders had these 
embodied in a printed sheet which was put up all over the city, but they kept on pitch- 
ing the clothes and other effects of those who had died from plague into the streets as 
before, and the bodies into an open lot uuburied, notwithstanding the mandarin had 
bought a large public burial ground for the city across the river. 

Beside these distressing exhibitions of callousness to the spread of the disease, there 
are many other conditions which favor the increase of contagion. Thieves go to the 
deserted villages and sell plunder from infested houses. Then the Chinese festivals in 
honor of the gods whose protection they invoke help amazingly to scatter the poison. 
Many are the places of which I have heard where they were free from plague until a 
new god was installed or an old one honored by a festivity that attracted crowds from 
the surrounding region and then the cases began to appear. 

The continued wet weather has been in favor of the spread of plague, and unless there 
is more sunny weather there is no prospect of diminution. Thus far we have been 
spared any serious trouble on our compound. One sick woman brought a child down 
here, but was sent home and there has been no contagion therefrom. In Swatow the 
hospital gatekeeper died, and in a village occupied by native Christians there were some 
cases, so the people nearly all fled. We hope to keep our place here clear a few weeks 
longer, at least until the schools are dismissed, and by that time the worst of the season 
should be past. 

Respectfully, Rev. John M. Foster. 

Hon. Robert M. McWade, 

United States Consul, Canton, China. 
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Swatow, China, June 19, 1901. 

Sie : Your request for information on the plague at hand. I have been inland from 
Swatow ever since the settlement of our case made the resumption of our work advisable. 
Whatever information I give must be accepted as that of a person who has no knowl- 
edge of medicine. I will also confine my remarks to the county of Iio-Pheng, of which 
Ung-Kuug, the center of our mission work, is the principal city, the city through which 
the exports and imports for a large district pass. The city lies near the coast, on 
a low level plain, a part of which has been reclaimed from the sea, the land having been 
filled and the sea driven back by the silt from the river. 

The first case of plague was, so far as I know, in the spring of 1897, and was con- 
tracted by a visit to a city some 40 miles away. The estimated number of deaths that 
year was about 40. 

The spring of 1899 saw a decided increase in the number of deaths. During the 
spring of 1900 there were perhaps an equal number of deaths, but there were many 
cases of recovery , as many as 8 out of 10 in one family, of which I had a report. As a 
rule, the cases of recovt-ry were marked by the quick appearance of the buboes, and by 
their prominence. As an epidemic the disease disappeared with August. Sporadic 
•cases, however, are reported to have appeared until this year in January, when it 
again became epidemic and the worst ever experienced. In the city of 40,000 the 
records of the coffin dealers show that there have been about 4,000 deaths, or 10 per 
cent of the population. This record doubtless contains other than deaths by plague, 
but it must also be remembered that those who die under 10 years of age are buried 
without coffins, and many even older. I firmly believe that the loss of life has not been 
less than 10 per cent. And the end is not yet. In those parts of the city first attacked, 
the disease is reported to be abating, while it is increasing in Other parts. 

Until this year there had never been plague in any other part of this county, but 
this year it has appeared elsewhere, in villages a few miles distant from Ung-Kung. In 
one of these villages the loss of life has been about 10 per cent of the" whole population, 
and at present shows no signs of abating 

I add a few observations. The first cases of plague are usually preceded by the death 
of rats in the house where the cases occur or in close proximity. Frequently the rats 
attacked fall from the roof to the floor and die almost immediately. At times they 
appear in the middle of the room running about in a circle and are easily picked up. 
I have known families where the children were allowed to play with these sick rats, 
with, I hardly need to add, most fatal results. 

The first cases are usually found in shops, frequently in those of druggists and rice 
merchants. 

The shopkeepers are the easiest victims, since they are frequently confined to narrow 
and illy ventilated quarters and take no exercise. The women come next. 

In one village where no cases of plague have yet occurred, the rats have died in the 
house of a man recently returned from fdreign parts, Bankok I believe. 

At Ung-Kung the disease has been worst where the drainage has been poorest. 

There has been difficulty in getting men who were willing to carry off the dead 
bodies. This has been almost wholly done by members of a village separated from the 
infected city by an open space of not more than 300 yards, yet there has not been a 
single death in this village. 

In a house of 3 connected rooms a man occupying the back room died of plague. 
That room was closed up, while the rest of the house was still inhabited. No more 
•deaths have occurred there. 

The Chinese have no regular method of treatment. Each so-called doctor follows his 
own plan, which is simply haphazard. 

A season of rain is almost always followed by an increase of the disease. This fact 
is partly accounted for by the people being kept indoors in infected houses. 

Respectfully, Eev. A. F. Groesbeck. 

Hon. Robert M. McWade, 

United States Consul, Canton, China. 

It is due to our self-sacrificing missionaries that I should report to 
you that nowhere in any of the plague-stricken sections, towns, or vil- 
lages have any of them faltered in their labors. 

When the awful pestilence was doing its deadly work there they could 
be found ministering to those in the early stages of the disease and 
comforting and consoling the dying. I found the same conditions, the 
same heroism, when smallpox and cholera were epidemic. Leprosy is 
always here — contagious and repulsive. Its victims experienced the 
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same tender and solicitous care from the fearless American missionaries 
of all denominations. During my visits to the leper villages or settle- 
ments on the outskirts of Canton, I invariably hear of their good work 
and see many evidences of it. We have, indeed, every reason to feel 
proud of our missionaries — men and women. 

I have just received from his excellency Wong, the governor of 
Kwangsi, copies of the joint proclamations issued jointly by him and 
his excellency Viceroy Tao Mu, but he does not refer to the plague in 
his accompanying official dispatch, so I infer that it has made but little 
if any progress in that province. Kwangsi has a population of 7,313,895, 
and comprises 78,250 square miles of territory. 

From Yunnan, which is 107,869 square miles in extent, and has a pop- 
ulation of 5,561,320, there are also no reports. 

Eespectfully, Bobert M. McWade, 

United States Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

[No. 116.] 

Consulate of the United States, 

Canton, China, July 1, 1901. 

Sir : In further continuation of my No. 113, regarding plague condi- 
tions in the province of Kwangtung, I have the honor to report the 
receipt of the following additional communications thereon : 

Canton, China, June 27, 1901. 

Sir : In reply to your letter for information regarding the bubonic plague, I send the 
following observations : 

The plague seems to travel along the great trade routes, locally, as well as generally. 
At present we find the plague from Hongkong all the way along the West Eiver for 
400 miles, and the larger the trade center the more the plague exists. Not that all the 
germs are carried there, but that one or two cases that go there probably die, and this 
is the match that sets on fire the existing conditions and the scourge begins. 

The first time a city or market town is attacked it carries away more than in a 
second or third attack. Such as in 1894, the first time it visited Canton, more died 
than in any year since. The same applies to Hongkong, but the death rate percentage 
of those attacked may be more as the years go on, showing that while the poison is 
more violent fewer persons take it. 

The poison seems to be heavy and lie3 low ; it almost always attacks those who sleep 
on the ground floor. Two exceptions to this rule have come under my notice. One, a 
boys' school on the second floor, the other a girls' school on the third floor ; but after- 
wards, when cleaning and repairs were being done, a dead rat was found in each case 
on that floor. There is no question but that rats are the great disseminators of the 
plague, and when a rat is attacked it seems ever to seek the highest level it can get. 

The poison is not transmitted so much from person to person as from place to person — 
such as if a person comes in contact with a plague patient, nurses him, etc., he is not so 
likely to take it as a person who goes to or sleeps one night in the house where the 
patient contracted the disease. 

Treatment. — There is no specific remedy. If possible, remove the patient from the 
place where he has contracted it at once. The main idea in treatment is to increase all 
the secretions by purgatives, diuretics, and diaphoretics. My treatment has been gen- 
erally — 

Internally. — Hydrargyri subchloredum, J grain ; sodii bicarbonas, 3 grains ; 3 or 4 
times a day, with acetanelidum, 5 grains ; quinine, 5 grains, 3 times a day. 

Externally. — Hot applications to the buboes, mustard, cantharis, etc. One Chinaman 
I treated said he had to change his clothes six times in one night he was so wet with 
perspiration, but he was one of the few that pulled through this year. The death rate 
is about 95 per cent this year. 

Respectfully, Rev. Thomas McCloy, M. D., 

American Southern Baptist Convention. 

Hon. Robert M. McWade, 

United States Consul, Canton, China. 
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United Bbethren in Christ Mission, Honam, 

Canton, China, June 29, 1901. 

Sie : In response to your request for information concerning the bubonic plague, 
allow me to say in the first place that no absolutely reliable statements can be made about 
it. The disease is certainly epidemic, but both the physicians of our mission (Drs. 
Shumaker and Bigler) do not regard it as contagious. A house or region having 
become once infected sterns to retain the germs for a long time. This year the plague 
in Canton has seemed to get worse and better by localities. 

In most cases plague is known by a high fever, delirium, and glandular swelling in 
the groin or under the arm-pit, or less likely under the knees or inside the elbow. 
These swellings are called "buboes," hence the name "bubonic plague." 

There is no known specific for the disease, -and very little can be done for the victim. 
The foreign doctor can only prolong life for a day or two by the use of stimulants. The 
average case unattended will live for about two days. 

CAUSES. 

1. The utter disregard of the laws of health, leading to carelessness in food, exposure 
to the sun, taking cold, etc. 

2. Filth, in the houses, in the streets, everywhere. 

3. Rats, unexplainable, but true. 

The first appearance of bubonic plague in Canton was eight years ago (1894), 
announced only by a general pestilence among rats. 

In response to my inquiries I am told that the epidemic has swept across the entire 
country in this part of the province. "No village has escaped." Shun Tak district 
was reported to me as the worst stricken part of the country, the cities of Tai Leung 
and Kwai Chan being specially mentioned. 

Honam has suffered much, but there is not so much plague now as one week ago. 
The worst reports I have heard are : A high-class family surnamed Au was wiped out 
entirely. One large hong employing about 45 men lost over 20 of them. For a month 
or more the Honam coffin shops were unable to supply the demand for coffins. I could 
get no estimate of the actual number of deaths. 

San Tong, a place I frequently visit and with which I am better acquainted than any 
other, is a market of about 13,000 inhabitants, and from January 1 to June 1 of this 
year 1,200 plague deaths have been reported there. 

Now, sir, I am aware there is very little "information" in the above, but I am glad 
to fulfill so reasonable and worthy a request from you. 

Respectfully, * Rev. E. B. Ward. 

Hon. Robert M. McWade, 

United States Consul, Canton, China. 

The foregoing is respectfully submitted. 

Eespectfully, Eobert M. McWade, 

V. 8. Consul. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

Colombia. 

Reports from Bocas del Toro — Fruit port — The eighth case of yellow fever 

occurs. 

Bocas del Toro, Colombia, August 6, 1901. 
Sir : I have to report the existence of another case of yellow fever, 
making the eighth for the season. The patient is Mrs. N. H. Secrist. 
She was taken sick during the night of August 2, but I did not see her 
until this morning when I was called to see her. She was at her home 
about 6 miles from the town at a place called Plat Rock, on the north 
side of the island that Bocas del Toro is located on. She will be brought 
to town to-morrow morning in order to be cared,for, and be near a phy- 
sician. I have advised Dr. Wailes and Dr. Carter of the facts in the 
case. Neither of them has seen the case, and they do not think it neces- 
sary, although I have invited them to go with me. 

Respectfully, Paul Osterhout, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon. U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

TJ. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 
148 



